September 18, 2008

Congregation Beth Shalom is one of
five synagogues in the State of Alaska.
Only two of those five synagogues
enjoy the services of a full-time rabbi.
Congregation Beth Shalom is one of
these two synagogues.

I am pleased to acknowledge and wel-
come Rabbi Michael Oblath, the
present Rabbi, who joined Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom in September 2007.
He is the fifth Rabbi to serve the con-
gregation since its founding on Sep-
tember 5, 1958. It is also appropriate to
recognize the four other individuals
who have served as spiritual leaders to
Congregation Beth Shalom since its
founding, beginning with Rabbi Lester
Polonsky, Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld,
Rabbi Johanna Hershenson, and Rabbi
Fred Wenger.

Congregation Beth Sholom was first
organized on September 5, 1958. It was
on that day that 20 people gathered in
Burt and Bobbie Goldberg’s home to
welcome the Shabbat and organize a
synagogue. At the time, the only Jew-
ish services in Anchorage were being
conducted by chaplains on Elmendorf
Air Force Base, and organizers wanted
to establish a Jewish identity for their
children which were anchored to the
city.

Today, Congregation Beth Shalom
occupies a beautiful synagogue build-
ing on East Northern Lights Boule-
vard, which opened 20 years ago to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the congregation’s founding. The syna-
gogue houses the Joy Greisen Jewish
Education Center, which features a
preschool open to the entire commu-
nity, without regard to religious affili-
ation, an afterschool arts program and
a summer camp.

Congregation Beth Shalom has
achieved Green Star recognition for its
environmental and energy conserva-
tion efforts. Its Tikkun Olam program
is engaged in numerous good works
which help make Anchorage one of the
best places in our Nation to live and
raise a family.

I am proud to recognize Congregation
Beth Shalom on 50 years of service to
our southcentral Alaska community.
We have great expectations for your
next 50 years.e

RECOGNIZING TOMMY L. HARBOUR

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today I honor Tommy L. Harbour, a
fellow West Virginian from Milton. He
is a shining example of the self sac-
rifice and willingness to serve that is
an important part of the culture of
West Virginia. I am privileged to rep-
resent him and share his story with
you today.

Tommy Harbour proudly served his
country during World War II. He joined
the Coast Guard on July 5, 1943, where
he was assigned to the USS Bayfield
and served on the landing craft PA33-4.
During the invasion of Normandy, Mr.
Harbour’s landing craft first helped re-
inforce Omaha Beach with soldiers be-
fore making several more landings on
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Utah Beach under constant gunfire
from several fortified German posi-
tions. After the European campaign
was over, Tommy continued to serve in
the Pacific Theater. He and his fellow
soldiers played crucial roles in the in-
vasion of Iwo Jima and the invasion of
Okinawa in 1945.

Following the war, Tommy Harbour
was honorably discharged on May 27,
1946, when he returned home to Milton,
WV. Tommy went on to once again an-
swer the call of duty, serving as the
mayor of Milton for 17 years. During
his time as mayor, Tommy showed
strong commitment to helping those he
served. Mr. Harbour had a reputation
for thoroughly examining the issues
before him and ensuring the best pos-
sible course of action was taken. As
mayor, Tommy was approachable and
always willing to listen to people’s
thoughts and concerns. The enhance-
ments he helped orchestrate, such as
flood protection and improving the po-
lice department, will be attributes to
Milton for years to come.

Tommy Harbour is an outstanding
American and a true West Virginian.
He is a perfect model of the impact one
man can have. Mr. Harbour has lived a
life of service, always giving and never
asking for anything in return. This
story of his bravery and willingness to
serve his community is a great exam-
ple of the accomplishments we are all
capable of and I hope it has inspired
my fellow colleagues and individuals
nationwide.e®

——
COMMENDING DR. EPHRAIM
ZUROFF
e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to commend Dr. Ephraim Zuroff
and the Simon Wiesenthal Center for
their efforts to track down the last
Nazi war criminals from World War II.
Their work is enormously important,
both in bringing the guilty to justice
and preventing future acts of genocide.
The statute of limitations does not—
must not—expire on crimes against hu-
manity. Earlier this year, I introduced
the World War II War Crimes Account-
ability Act with Senator NELSON,
which I hope will help Dr. Zuroff and
the Simon Wiesenthal Center in their
noble effort.

One of the main targets of this effort
is Milivoj Asner, who during World War
II was the fascist police chief of
Pozega, Yugoslavia. Serving the Nazi-
allied Ustasha regime in his native
Croatia, Asner presided over the de-
struction of the local Jewish, Serb, and
Gypsy populations. After the war
ended, Asner fled to Austria, where he
lived in obscurity until he was finally
charged with war crimes by Croatia in
2005. His extradition has been delayed,
however, by Austrian federal and local
bureaucratic obstruction. Austrian au-
thorities have claimed that Asner is in
poor health, though apparently that in-
firmity did not stop him from attend-
ing a Euro 2008 soccer game this past
summer, where he was spotted by a
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British newspaper. In light of this evi-
dence, the local and national Austrian
authorities must summon the political
will to bring Asner to justice.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center
launched Operation: Last Chance in
2002 to identify and assist in the pros-
ecution of the remaining Nazi war
criminals still at large. Dr. Zuroff, who
has been leading this effort, should be
highly commended for his outstanding
efforts in bringing the most guilty
Nazis to justice. Of these, Asner is near
the top of his list.

Even today, the crimes of people such
as Asner in the service of pro-Nazi re-
gimes strain our understanding of hate.
National Socialist Germany today is
an icon remembered only for its bru-
tality, its mantra of genocide, and its
culture of racism. And those last Nazis,
who are waiting out their last days
under the coming twilight, must not be
allowed to go quietly into the night, as
did too many of their victims. For the
souls that were lost, and even more for
those that remain, there must be jus-
tice. I commend Dr. Zuroff and the
Simon Wiesenthal Center in the high-
est possible terms, and urge the U.S.
Government to do all it can to help
them in their cause.®

———————

ARMSTRONG-RINGSTED
COMMUNITY EDUCATION

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa
and across the United States, a new
school year has begun. As you know,
Iowa public schools have an excellent
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation.

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated
teachers, administrators, and school
board members in the Armstrong-
Ringsted Community School District,
and to report on their participation in
a unique Federal partnership to repair
and modernize school facilities.

This fall marks the 10th year of the
Iowa Demonstration Construction
Grant Program. That is its formal
name, but it is better known among
educators in Iowa as the program of
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools.
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive
these grants for a range of renovation
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal
funding is used to leverage public and/
or private local funding, so it often has
a tremendous multiplier effect in a
local school district.

The Armstrong-Ringsted Community
School District received a 2002 Harkin
grant totaling $1 million which it used
to help build an addition to replace a
1915 building. The new building in-
cludes a science lab, an activity center/
gymnasium and 10 classrooms. This
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